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Unit 1
12 Weeks

Unit 2
12 Weeks

Unit 3
12 Weeks

Grade K Explore Your Voice
In this unit, students will gain awareness of
their voices and will respond to feedback on
how to cater their singing choices to the type
of music under study. As a final component to
this unit, they will analyze songs to
coordinate their voice with the musical
purpose.

Musical Elements
Regarding the musical elements covered in
this unit, students will differentiate between
rhythm and beat. Moving forward, they will
apply this knowledge as they play rhythm
instruments appropriately and respond to
music through body movement. Of major
importance, students will acquire the
foundational behaviors of rehearsal etiquette
where they must engage in respectful
behaviors.

Music and Me
In this unit of study, students will play and
sing music from a variety of cultures. Along
with cultural awareness, students will develop
a personal response to music through
movement. A major concept in this unit is
musicianship where students imagine
themselves as performers and creators, and
receive this inspiration from storybooks with
musical settings.

Standards 1.3A.2.Cr1a: Explore, create and improvise
musical ideas using rhythmic and melodic
patterns in various meters and tonalities.
1.3A.2.Cr2a: Demonstrate and explain
personal reasons for selecting patterns and
ideas for music that represent expressive
intent.
1.3A.2.Cr2b: Use iconic or standard notation
and/or recording technology to organize and
document personal musical ideas.
1.3A.2.Cr3a: Interpret and apply personal,
peer and teacher feedback to revise personal
music.
1.3A.2.Cr3b: Convey expressive intent for a
specific purpose by presenting a final version
of musical ideas to peers or informal
audiences
1.3A.2.Pr5d: When analyzing selected
music, read and perform rhythmic and

1.3A.2.Cr1a: Explore, create and improvise
musical ideas using rhythmic and melodic
patterns in various meters and tonalities.
1.3A.2.Cr2a: Demonstrate and explain
personal reasons for selecting patterns and
ideas for music that represent expressive
intent.
1.3A.2.Cr2b: Use iconic or standard notation
and/or recording technology to organize and
document personal musical ideas.
1.3A.2.Cr3a: Interpret and apply personal,
peer and teacher feedback to revise personal
music.
1.3A.2.Cr3b: Convey expressive intent for a
specific purpose by presenting a final version
of musical ideas to peers or informal
audiences
1.3A.2Pr5b: Rehearse, identify and apply
strategies to address interpretive,

1.3A.2.Cr1a: Explore, create and improvise
musical ideas using rhythmic and melodic
patterns in various meters and tonalities.
1.3A.2.Pr4a: Demonstrate and explain
personal interest in, knowledge about, and
purpose of varied musical selections.
1.3A.2.Pr5c: Demonstrate knowledge of
basic music concepts (e.g. tonality and
meter) in music from a variety of cultures
selected for performance.
1.3A.2.Pr5e: Demonstrate understanding of
basic expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics,
tempo) and how creators use them to convey
expressive intent.
1.3A.2.Re7a: Demonstrate and explain how
personal interests and experiences influence
musical selection for specific purposes.



melodic patterns using iconic or standard
notation.
1.3A.2.Pr5e: Demonstrate understanding of
basic expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics,
tempo) and how creators use them to convey
expressive intent.
1.3A.2.Pr6a: Perform music for a specific
purpose with expression and technical
accuracy.
1.3A.2.Pr6b: Perform appropriately for the
audience and purpose.
1.3A.2.Re7b: Describe how specific music
concepts are used to support a specific
purpose in music.
1.3A.2.Re8a: Demonstrate basic knowledge
of music concepts and how they support
creators’/performers’ expressive intent.

performance and technical challenges of
music.
1.3A.2.Pr5c: Demonstrate knowledge of
basic music concepts (e.g. tonality and
meter) in music from a variety of cultures
selected for performance.
1.3A.2.Pr5d: When analyzing selected
music, read and perform rhythmic and
melodic patterns using iconic or standard
notation.
1.3A.2.Pr5e: Demonstrate understanding of
basic expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics,
tempo) and how creators use them to convey
expressive intent.
1.3A.2.Pr6a: Perform music for a specific
purpose with expression and technical
accuracy.
1.3A.2.Pr6b: Perform appropriately for the
audience and purpose.
1.3A.2.Re7b: Describe how specific music
concepts are used to support a specific
purpose in music.
1.3A.2.Re8a: Demonstrate basic knowledge
of music concepts and how they support
creators’/performers’ expressive intent.

1.3A.2.Re7b: Describe how specific music
concepts are used to support a specific
purpose in music.
1.3A.2.Re9a: Apply personal and expressive
preferences in the evaluation of music
1.3A.2.Cn10a: Demonstrate how interests,
knowledge and skills relate to personal
choices and intent when creating, performing
and responding to music.
1.3A.2.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of
relationships between music and the other
arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and
daily life.



Unit 1
13 Weeks

Unit 2
13 Weeks

Unit 3
10 Weeks

Grade 1 Use Your Voice
This unit is highly concentrated on
pitch-matching and echo singing. Students
will receive the foundational basis for
ensemble, continue to discover their singing
voice, and demonstrate more accurate
pitch-matching abilities than achieved in
previous units. There is also further
experimentation with timbre and range than
previously attempted.

Basic Musicianship
Students continue to expand their
understanding of solfege with a more
sophisticated range of pitch sets. More so
than previous units, they are expected to
perform and respond to dynamic changes in
both music and singing situations.
Accordingly, they will aurally identify high
versus low patterns to perform songs in a
variety of forms

We Are a Community
Throughout this unit, students will develop an
appreciation for music as a cultural and
universal bond between people. They will
learn that storytelling is a concept that
envelops the common language of music
through the coverage of a symphonic
fairytale. Students will also identify
instruments from various cultures and reflect
upon music through the use of a medium that
makes them feel connected to the
composition.

Standards 1.3A.2.Cr1a: Explore, create and improvise
musical ideas using rhythmic and melodic
patterns in various meters and tonalities.
1.3A.2.Cr2a: Demonstrate and explain
personal reasons for selecting patterns and
ideas for music that represent expressive
intent.
1.3A.2.Cr2b: Use iconic or standard notation
and/or recording technology to organize and
document personal musical ideas.
1.3A.2.Cr3a: Interpret and apply personal,
peer and teacher feedback to revise personal
music.
1.3A.2.Cr3b: Convey expressive intent for a
specific purpose by presenting a final version
of musical ideas to peers or informal
audiences
1.3A.2.Pr5d: When analyzing selected
music, read and perform rhythmic and
melodic patterns using iconic or standard
notation.

1.3A.2.Cr1a: Explore, create and improvise
musical ideas using rhythmic and melodic
patterns in various meters and tonalities.
1.3A.2.Cr2a: Demonstrate and explain
personal reasons for selecting patterns and
ideas for music that represent expressive
intent.
1.3A.2.Cr2b: Use iconic or standard notation
and/or recording technology to organize and
document personal musical ideas.
1.3A.2.Cr3a: Interpret and apply personal,
peer and teacher feedback to revise personal
music.
1.3A.2.Cr3b: Convey expressive intent for a
specific purpose by presenting a final version
of musical ideas to peers or informal
audiences
1.3A.2Pr5b: Rehearse, identify and apply
strategies to address interpretive,

1.3A.2.Cr1a: Explore, create and improvise
musical ideas using rhythmic and melodic
patterns in various meters and tonalities.
1.3A.2.Pr4a: Demonstrate and explain
personal interest in, knowledge about, and
purpose of varied musical selections.
1.3A.2.Pr5c: Demonstrate knowledge of
basic music concepts (e.g. tonality and
meter) in music from a variety of cultures
selected for performance.
1.3A.2.Pr5e: Demonstrate understanding of
basic expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics,
tempo) and how creators use them to convey
expressive intent.
1.3A.2.Re7a: Demonstrate and explain how
personal interests and experiences influence
musical selection for specific purposes.



1.3A.2.Pr5e: Demonstrate understanding of
basic expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics,
tempo) and how creators use them to convey
expressive intent.
1.3A.2.Pr6a: Perform music for a specific
purpose with expression and technical
accuracy.
1.3A.2.Pr6b: Perform appropriately for the
audience and purpose.
1.3A.2.Re7b: Describe how specific music
concepts are used to support a specific
purpose in music.
1.3A.2.Re8a: Demonstrate basic knowledge
of music concepts and how they support
creators’/performers’ expressive intent.

performance and technical challenges of
music.
1.3A.2.Pr5c: Demonstrate knowledge of
basic music concepts (e.g. tonality and
meter) in music from a variety of cultures
selected for performance.
1.3A.2.Pr5d: When analyzing selected
music, read and perform rhythmic and
melodic patterns using iconic or standard
notation.
1.3A.2.Pr5e: Demonstrate understanding of
basic expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics,
tempo) and how creators use them to convey
expressive intent.
1.3A.2.Pr6a: Perform music for a specific
purpose with expression and technical
accuracy.
1.3A.2.Pr6b: Perform appropriately for the
audience and purpose.
1.3A.2.Re7b: Describe how specific music
concepts are used to support a specific
purpose in music.
1.3A.2.Re8a: Demonstrate basic knowledge
of music concepts and how they support
creators’/performers’ expressive intent.

1.3A.2.Re7b: Describe how specific music
concepts are used to support a specific
purpose in music.
1.3A.2.Re9a: Apply personal and expressive
preferences in the evaluation of music
1.3A.2.Cn10a: Demonstrate how interests,
knowledge and skills relate to personal
choices and intent when creating, performing
and responding to music.
1.3A.2.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of
relationships between music and the other
arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and
daily life.



Unit 1
13 Weeks

Unit 2
13 Weeks

Unit 3
10 Weeks

Grade 2 Develop Your Voice
Students will increase their ability to perform
solfege tone sets. They will continue to refine
their vocal technique at a level suitable to
their age group. Lastly, they will aurally
recognize different types of voices in a
continued effort to expand understanding of
their own voices.

Musicianship
For this unit, students will build basic
musicianship skills to create original musical
ideas using rhythmic instruments and
modified notation systems. They will also be
able to listen to tone sets / melodies and
record pitches with technical accuracy. From
a broad perspective, students will gain the
confidence to document their own musical
ideas and share their reasoning for making
certain decisions.

Our Musical World
In the context of this unit, students will
expand their personal interest in and
knowledge of music from a broader cultural
perspective. With this in mind, they will draw
comparisons on the manner in which music is
expressed and interpreted based on its
cultural context. From a listening perspective,
students will discuss and reflect upon the
composer or performer’s intent to determine
the musical decisions rendered by the
creator.

Standards 1.3A.2.Cr1a: Explore, create and improvise
musical ideas using rhythmic and melodic
patterns in various meters and tonalities.
1.3A.2.Cr2a: Demonstrate and explain
personal reasons for selecting patterns and
ideas for music that represent expressive
intent.
1.3A.2.Cr2b: Use iconic or standard notation
and/or recording technology to organize and
document personal musical ideas.
1.3A.2.Cr3a: Interpret and apply personal,
peer and teacher feedback to revise personal
music.
1.3A.2.Cr3b: Convey expressive intent for a
specific purpose by presenting a final version
of musical ideas to peers or informal
audiences
1.3A.2.Pr5d: When analyzing selected
music, read and perform rhythmic and
melodic patterns using iconic or standard
notation.

1.3A.2.Cr1a: Explore, create and improvise
musical ideas using rhythmic and melodic
patterns in various meters and tonalities.
1.3A.2.Cr2a: Demonstrate and explain
personal reasons for selecting patterns and
ideas for music that represent expressive
intent.
1.3A.2.Cr2b: Use iconic or standard notation
and/or recording technology to organize and
document personal musical ideas.
1.3A.2.Cr3b: Convey expressive intent for a
specific purpose by presenting a final version
of musical ideas to peers or informal
audiences.
1.3A.2.Pr5d: When analyzing selected
music, read and perform rhythmic and
melodic patterns using iconic or standard
notation.
1.3A.2.Pr5e: Demonstrate understanding of
basic expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics,

1.3A.2.Cr1a: Explore, create and improvise
musical ideas using rhythmic and melodic
patterns in various meters and tonalities.
1.3A.2.Pr4a: Demonstrate and explain
personal interest in, knowledge about, and
purpose of varied musical selections.
1.3A.2.Pr5c: Demonstrate knowledge of
basic music concepts (e.g. tonality and
meter) in music from a variety of cultures
selected for performance.
1.3A.2Pr5a: Apply established criteria to
judge the accuracy, expressiveness and
effectiveness of performance.
1.3A.2.Pr5e: Demonstrate understanding of
basic expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics,
tempo) and how creators use them to convey
expressive intent.
1.3A.2.Cn10a: Demonstrate how interests,
knowledge and skills relate to personal



1.3A.2.Pr5e: Demonstrate understanding of
basic expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics,
tempo) and how creators use them to convey
expressive intent.
1.3A.2.Pr6a: Perform music for a specific
purpose with expression and technical
accuracy.
1.3A.2.Pr6b: Perform appropriately for the
audience and purpose.
1.3A.2.Re7b: Describe how specific music
concepts are used to support a specific
purpose in music.
1.3A.2.Re8a: Demonstrate basic knowledge
of music concepts and how they support
creators’/performers’ expressive intent.

tempo) and how creators use them to convey
expressive intent.
1.3A.2.Pr6a: Perform music for a specific
purpose with expression and technical
accuracy.
1.3A.2.Pr6b: Perform appropriately for the
audience and purpose

choices and intent when creating, performing
and responding to music.
1.3A.2.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of
relationships between music and the other
arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and
daily life.



Unit 1
6 Weeks

Unit 2
10 Weeks

Unit 3
10 Weeks

Unit 4
10 Weeks

Grade 3 Experiencing Rhythm
As the basis for this unit, students
will improve rhythm skills and
explore performance expectations
on Orff instruments to prepare for
ensemble collaboration.
Accordingly, students internalize
the processes of rhythm as a
requisite to more structured
experiences with standard
notation.

Orff Technique
Within this unit framework,
students will begin to play Orff
instruments at a novice level.
They will also learn practice and
rehearsal techniques to improve
their skills as musicians.

Orff Repertoire
In this unit, students will play a
variety of collaborative Orff works
to further their understanding of
instrument techniques and the
elements of music. This unit
carries a great deal of
performance expectations for the
students where they will
demonstrate rhythmic and
harmonic accuracy. Another key
element is for students to receive
and respond to feedback.

Orff Creation/Improvisation
In the beginning stages of this
unit, students will use their
technical and musical knowledge
to create and improvise as
individuals and a group. This
approach will allow opportunities
for the students to experiment and
make mistakes without being put
on the spot.

Standards 1.3A.5.Cr1a: Generate and
improvise rhythmic, melodic and
harmonic ideas, and simple
accompaniment patterns and
chord changes. Explain
connection to specific purpose
and context (e.g., social, cultural,
historical).
1.3A.5.Cr2b: Use standard and/or
iconic notation and/or recording
technology to document personal
rhythmic, melodic and two-chord
harmonic musical ideas.
1.3A.5.Pr4b: Demonstrate an
understanding of the structure and
expanded music concepts (e.g.,
rhythm, pitch, form, harmony) in
music selected for performance.

1.3A.5.Cr1a: Generate and
improvise rhythmic, melodic and
harmonic ideas, and simple
accompaniment patterns and
chord changes. Explain
connection to specific purpose
and context (e.g., social, cultural,
historical).
1.3A.5.Cr2a: Demonstrate
developed musical ideas for
improvisations, arrangements or
compositions to express intent.
Explain connection to purpose and
context.
1.3A.5.Cr2b: Use standard and/or
iconic notation and/or recording
technology to document personal
rhythmic, melodic and two-chord
harmonic musical ideas.
1.3A.5.Pr4b: Demonstrate an
understanding of the structure and

1.3A.5.Cr1a: Generate and
improvise rhythmic, melodic and
harmonic ideas, and simple
accompaniment patterns and
chord changes. Explain
connection to specific purpose
and context (e.g., social, cultural,
historical).
1.3A.5.Cr2a: Demonstrate
developed musical ideas for
improvisations, arrangements or
compositions to express intent.
Explain connection to purpose and
context.
1.3A.5.Cr2b: Use standard and/or
iconic notation and/or recording
technology to document personal
rhythmic, melodic and two-chord
harmonic musical ideas.
1.3A.5.Pr4a: Demonstrate and
explain how the selection of music

1.3A.5.Cr1a: Generate and
improvise rhythmic, melodic and
harmonic ideas, and simple
accompaniment patterns and
chord changes. Explain
connection to specific purpose
and context (e.g., social, cultural,
historical).
1.3A.5.Cr2a: Demonstrate
developed musical ideas for
improvisations, arrangements or
compositions to express intent.
Explain connection to purpose and
context.
1.3A.5.Cr2b: Use standard and/or
iconic notation and/or recording
technology to document personal
rhythmic, melodic and two-chord
harmonic musical ideas.
1.3A.5.Cr3a: Evaluate, refine and
document revisions to personal



expanded music concepts (e.g.,
rhythm, pitch, form, harmony) in
music selected for performance.
1.3A.5.Pr5a: Apply
teacher-provided and established
criteria and feedback to evaluate
the accuracy and expressiveness
of ensemble and personal
performance.
1.3A.5.Pr5b: Rehearse to refine
technical accuracy and expressive
qualities to address challenges
and show improvement over time.
1.3A.5.Cn10a: Demonstrate how
interests, knowledge, and skills
related to personal choices and
intent when creating, performing,
and responding to music.
1.3A.5.Cn11a: Demonstrate
understanding of relationships
between music and the other arts,
other disciplines, varied contexts,
and daily life.

to perform is influenced by
personal interest, knowledge and
context as well as the students’
technical skill.
1.3A.5.Pr4c: Analyze selected
music by reading and performing
using standard notation.
1.3A.5.Pr4d: Explain how context
(e.g., personal, social, cultural,
historical) informs performances.
1.3A.5.Pr4e: Convey creator's
intents through the performers'
interpretive decisions of expanded
expressive qualities (e.g.,
dynamics, tempo, timbre,
articulation/style).
1.3A.5.Pr6a: Perform music,
alone or with others, with
expression, technical accuracy
and appropriate interpretation.
1.3A.5.Pr6b: Demonstrate
performance decorum and
audience etiquette appropriate for
the context, venue, genre, and
style.
1.3A.5.Re7a: Demonstrate and
explain, citing evidence, how
selected music connects to and is
influenced by specific interests,
experiences, purposes, or
contexts.
1.3A.5.Re7b: Demonstrate and
explain, citing evidence, how
responses to music are informed
by the structure, the use of the
elements of music, and context
(i.e., social, cultural, historical).
1.3A.5.Cn10a: Demonstrate how
interests, knowledge, and skills

music, applying collaboratively
developed criteria, showing
improvement over time and
explaining rationale for changes.
1.3A.5.Cr3b: Present to others
final versions of personally and
collaboratively created music that
demonstrate craftsmanship.
Explain connection to expressive
intent.
1.3A.5.Pr4d: Explain how context
(e.g., personal, social, cultural,
historical) informs performances
1.3A.5.Re8a: Evaluate musical
works and performances, applying
established criteria, and explain
appropriateness to the context
citing evidence from the elements
of music.
1.3A.5.Re9a: Demonstrate and
explain how the expressive
qualities (e.g., dynamics, tempo,
timbre, articulation) are used in
performers’ and personal
interpretations to reflect
expressive intent.
1.3A.5.Cn10a: Demonstrate how
interests, knowledge, and skills
related to personal choices and
intent when creating, performing,
and responding to music.
1.3A.5.Cn11a: Demonstrate
understanding of relationships
between music and the other arts,
other disciplines, varied contexts
and daily life.



related to personal choices and
intent when creating, performing,
and responding to music.
1.3A.5.Cn11a: Demonstrate
understanding of relationships
between music and the other arts,
other disciplines, varied contexts,
and daily life.



Unit 1
7 Weeks

Unit 2
10 Weeks

Unit 3
10 Weeks

Unit 4
9 Weeks

Grade 4 Basic Theory
In this unit, students will gain basic
knowledge of music theory, the
staff, and novice recorder skills.
As an eventual goal, they will
rehearse with technical accuracy
for future performance purposes.

Recorder Technique
Within this unit framework,
students will begin to play the
recorder at a novice level. They
will also learn practice and
rehearsal techniques to improve
their skills as musicians.

Recorder Repertoire
In this unit, students will establish
the norms and etiquette to perform
for peers or a potential larger
audience. Following each
performance, the teacher and
students can review a rubric to
evaluate the student’s
performance.

Recorder Improvisation
In the beginning stages of this
unit, students will use their
technical and musical knowledge
to create and improvise as
individuals and a group. This
approach will allow opportunities
for the students to experiment and
make mistakes without being put
on the spot.

Standards 1.3A.5.Cr1a: Generate and
improvise rhythmic, melodic and
harmonic ideas, and simple
accompaniment patterns and
chord changes. Explain
connection to specific purpose
and context (e.g., social, cultural,
historical).
1.3A.5.Pr4b: Demonstrate an
understanding of the structure and
expanded music concepts (e.g.,
rhythm, pitch, form, harmony) in
music selected for performance.

1.3A.5.Cr2b: Use standard and/or
iconic notation and/or recording
technology to document personal
rhythmic, melodic and two-chord
harmonic musical ideas.
1.3A.5.Pr5a: Apply
teacher-provided and established
criteria and feedback to evaluate
the accuracy and expressiveness
of ensemble and personal
performance.
1.3A.5.Pr5b: Rehearse to refine
technical accuracy and expressive
qualities to address challenges
and show improvement over time.
1.3D.12nov.Cr1a: Create melodic,
rhythmic and harmonic ideas for
simple melodies as well as
chordal accompaniments for given
melodies.

1.3A.5.Pr5a: Apply
teacher-provided and established
criteria and feedback to evaluate
the accuracy and expressiveness
of ensemble and personal
performance
1.3A.5.Pr5b: Rehearse to refine
technical accuracy and expressive
qualities to address challenges
and show improvement over time.
1.3A.5.Pr6a: Perform music,
alone or with others, with
expression, technical accuracy
and appropriate interpretation.
1.3A.5.Pr6b: Demonstrate
performance decorum and
audience etiquette appropriate for
the context, venue, genre, and
style.

1.3A.5.Cr1a: Generate and
improvise rhythmic, melodic and
harmonic ideas, and simple
accompaniment patterns and
chord changes. Explain
connection to specific purpose
and context (e.g., social, cultural,
historical).
1.3A.5.Cr2a: Demonstrate
developed musical ideas for
improvisations, arrangements or
compositions to express intent.
Explain connection to purpose and
context.
1.3A.5.Pr5a: Apply
teacher-provided and established
criteria and feedback to evaluate
the accuracy and expressiveness
of ensemble and personal
performance
1.3A.5.Pr5b: Rehearse to refine
technical accuracy and expressive
qualities to address challenges
and show improvement over time.



1.3A.5.Pr6a: Perform music,
alone or with others, with
expression, technical accuracy
and appropriate interpretation.



Unit 1
4 Weeks

Unit 2
2 Weeks

Unit 3
3 Weeks

Grade 5 Elements of Music
In this unit, students will learn the basic
tenets and elements of music to prepare for
real-life applications to composition and
performance. They will define, use, evaluate,
and explain the key components of musical
works.

Written and Tactile Theory
Within the framework of this unit, students will
compose and perform original works using
instrument options provided by the teacher.
By the end of this unit, students will be able
to compose and perform using standard
musical notation.

Symphonic and Orchestral Families
With respect to this unit, students will
respond to musical works and performances
for the purpose of identifying the major
instruments of the orchestra and band. There
is also a cultural component where students
will compare and contrast classic western
symphonic instruments to those from other
cultures as well as more modern ensembles.

Standards 1.3A.5.Pr4a: Demonstrate and explain how
the selection of music to perform is
influenced by personal interest, knowledge
and context as well as the students’ technical
skill.
1.3A.5.Pr4b: Demonstrate an understanding
of the structure and expanded music
concepts (e.g., rhythm, pitch, form, harmony)
in music selected for performance.
1.3A.5.Pr4c: Analyze selected music by
reading and performing using standard
notation.
1.3A.5.Pr4d: Explain how context (e.g.,
personal, social, cultural, historical) informs
performances.
1.3A.5.Pr4e: Convey creator's intents
through the performers' interpretive decisions
of expanded expressive qualities (e.g.,
dynamics, tempo, timbre, articulation/style).
1.3A.5.Re7a: Demonstrate and explain, citing
evidence, how selected music connects to
and is influenced by specific interests,
experiences, purposes, or contexts.
1.3A.5.Re7b: Demonstrate and explain,

1.3A.5.Cr1a: Generate and improvise
rhythmic, melodic and harmonic ideas, and
simple accompaniment patterns and chord
changes. Explain connection to specific
purpose and context (e.g., social, cultural,
historical).
1.3A.5.Cr2a: Demonstrate developed
musical ideas for improvisations,
arrangements or compositions to express
intent. Explain connection to purpose and
context.
1.3A.5.Cr2b: Use standard and/or iconic
notation and/or recording technology to
document personal rhythmic, melodic and
two-chord harmonic musical ideas.
1.3A.5.Cr3a: Evaluate, refine and document
revisions to personal music, applying
collaboratively developed criteria, showing
improvement over time and explaining
rationale for changes.
1.3A.5.Cr3b: Present to others final versions
of personally and collaboratively created
music that demonstrate craftsmanship.
Explain connection to expressive intent.

1.3A.5.Re8a: Evaluate musical works and
performances, applying established criteria,
and explain appropriateness to the context
citing evidence from the elements of music.
1.3A.5.Re9a: Demonstrate and explain how
the expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics,
tempo, timbre, articulation) are used in
performers’ and personal interpretations to
reflect expressive intent.
1.3A.5.Cn10a: Demonstrate how interests,
knowledge, and skills related to personal
choices and intent when creating, performing,
and responding to music.
1.3A.5.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of
relationships between music and the other
arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and
daily life.



citing evidence, how responses to music are
informed by the structure, the use of the
elements of music, and context (i.e., social,
cultural, historical).
1.3A.5.Re8a: Evaluate musical works and
performances, applying established criteria,
and explain appropriateness to the context
citing evidence from the elements of music.
1.3A.5.Re9a: Demonstrate and explain how
the expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics,
tempo, timbre, articulation) are used in
performers’ and personal interpretations to
reflect expressive intent.
1.3A.5.Cn10a: Demonstrate how interests,
knowledge, and skills related to personal
choices and intent when creating, performing,
and responding to music.
1.3A.5.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of
relationships between music and the other
arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and
daily life.

1.3A.5.Pr4e: Convey creator's intents
through the performers' interpretive decisions
of expanded expressive qualities (e.g.,
dynamics, tempo, timbre, articulation/style).
1.3A.5.Pr5a: Apply teacher-provided and
established criteria and feedback to evaluate
the accuracy and expressiveness of
ensemble and personal performance.
1.3A.5.Pr5b: Rehearse to refine technical
accuracy and expressive qualities to address
challenges and show improvement over time.
1.3A.5.Pr6a: Perform music, alone or with
others, with expression, technical accuracy
and appropriate interpretation.
1.3A.5.Pr6b: Demonstrate performance
decorum and audience etiquette appropriate
for the context, venue, genre, and style.
1.3A.5.Re7a: Demonstrate and explain, citing
evidence, how selected music connects to
and is influenced by specific interests,
experiences, purposes, or contexts.
1.3A.5.Cn10a: Demonstrate how interests,
knowledge, and skills related to personal
choices and intent when creating, performing,
and responding to music.
1.3A.5.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of
relationships between music and the other
arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and
daily life.



Unit 1
2 1/2 Weeks

Unit 2
3 Weeks

Unit 3
2 1/2 Weeks

Grade 6 Harmonic Instrumental/Vocal Techniques
& Musicianship

Within this unit of study, students will be able
to correctly identify and utilize an harmonizing
instrument (in this case, the ukulele). They
must understand and learn how to implement
instrument and/or vocal methods. They will
be able to read music for the specific
instrument being utilized.

Harmonic Instrumental/Vocal Repertoire
Within this unit of study, students will expand
upon their technical ability through
composition, improvisation, and a building of
repertoire. Utilizing a teacher and
student-created rubric, students will learn to
evaluate their own performances and develop
skills to improve and connect with an
audience.

Western Art History
The goal of this unit is for students to learn
the historical and cultural contexts of Western
Art Music time periods through an
examination of composers, compositional
techniques, and instrumental tendencies.
There will be a comparison of compositional
techniques between the various periods of
study.

Standards 1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: Use self-reflection and
peer feedback to refine individual and
ensemble performances of a varied repertoire
of music.
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to
technical accuracy and expressive qualities in
prepared and improvised performances of a
varied repertoire of music.
1.3A.8.Cr1a: Generate and improvise
rhythmic, melodic and harmonic phrases and
harmonic accompaniments within basic forms
(e.g., AB, ABA, Theme & Variations) and
expanded forms (e.g., introductions,
transitions, codas) that convey expressive
intent. Explain connection to specific purpose
and context (e.g., social, cultural, historical).
1.3A.8.Pr4c: Analyze selected music by
sight-reading in treble or bass clef using
simple rhythmic, melodic and/or harmonic
notation.

1.3C.12int.Cr1a: Compose and improvise
ideas and motives for melodies and rhythmic
passages based on characteristic(s) of music
or text(s) studied in rehearsals.
1.3C.12nov.Cr1a: Compose and improvise
ideas and motives for melodies and rhythmic
passages based on characteristic(s) of music
or text(s) studied in rehearsal.
1.3C.12nov.Cr3a: Evaluate and refine draft
compositions and improvisations based on
knowledge, skill and teacher-provided
criteria.
1.3C.12nov.Cr3b: Share personally
developed melodic and rhythmic ideas or
motives (individually or as an ensemble) that
demonstrate understanding characteristics of
music or texts studied in rehearsal.
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music
reading skills (where appropriate) how
knowledge of formal aspects in musical
works inform prepared or improvised
performances.
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c: Identify expressive
qualities in a varied repertoire of music that

1.3A.8.Pr4b: Compare the structure of
contrasting pieces of music selected for
performance, explaining how the elements of
music are used in each.
1.3A.8.P4d: Identify and explain how cultural
and historical context inform performances
and result in different musical effects.
1.3A.8.Re7c: Identify and compare the
context of programs of music from a variety
of genres, cultures and historical periods.
1.3A.8.Re9a: Support with evidence personal
interpretation of contrasting programs of
music and explain how the application of the
elements of music and expressive qualities,
within genres, cultures and historical periods
convey expressive intent.



1.3A.8.Pr6a: Perform music with technical
accuracy, stylistic expression and culturally
authentic practices to convey the creator’s
intent.
1.3A.8.Pr6b: Demonstrate performance
decorum (e.g., stage presence, attire,
behavior) and audience etiquette appropriate
for venue, purpose, context, and style.

can be demonstrated through prepared and
improvised performances.
1.3C.12int.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music
reading skills (where appropriate), how the
setting and formal characteristics of musical
works contribute to understanding the context
of the music in prepared or improvised
performances.
1.3C.12int.Pr4c: Demonstrate understanding
and application of expressive qualities in a
varied repertoire of music through prepared
and improvised performances.
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a: Demonstrate
understanding of relationships between
music and the other arts, other disciplines,
varied contexts, and daily life.
1.3A.8.Cr2a: Select, organize and document
personal musical ideas for arrangements,
songs and compositions within expanded
forms that demonstrate concepts such as
tension and release, unity and variety,
balance, and convey expressive intent.
1.3A.8.Cr2b: Use standard and/or iconic
notation and/or recording technology to
document personal rhythmic phrases,
melodic phrases and harmonic sequences.



Unit 1
2 1/2 Weeks

Unit 2
3 1/2 Weeks

Unit 3
3 Weeks

Grade 7 American Popular Music
The goal of this unit is for students to learn
the historical and cultural contexts of
American popular musical genres through an
examination of composers, instrumental
techniques, and instrumental tendencies.
There will be a comparison of compositional
techniques between the various genres of
study.

Digital Music
The goal of this unit is for students to utilize
teacher and student-developed criteria to
create, analyze, and develop electronically
written music. To accomplish this task,
students must also learn basic universal
recording program terminology

Folk/Global Music Study
Regarding this unit of study, students will
respond and engage with a variety of musical
traditions from across the globe. In alignment
with this goal, students will develop culturally
relativist language to describe what makes a
successfully relevant musical performance or
genre. Part of this unit will include the
introduction of bucket drumming and/or
instrument creation.

Standards 1.3A.8.Pr4b: Compare the structure of
contrasting pieces of music selected for
performance, explaining how the elements of
music are used in each.
1.3A.8.P4d: Identify and explain how cultural
and historical context inform performances
and result in different musical effects.
1.3A.8.Re7c: Identify and compare the
context of programs of music from a variety
of genres, cultures and historical periods.
1.3A.8.Re9a: Support with evidence personal
interpretation of contrasting programs of
music and explain how the application of the
elements of music and expressive qualities,
within genres, cultures and historical periods
convey expressive intent.

1.3C.12int.Cn10a: Demonstrate
understanding of relationships between
music and the other arts, other disciplines,
varied contexts, and daily life.
1.3C.12nov.Cr2a: Select and develop draft
melodic and rhythmic ideas or motives that
demonstrate understanding of
characteristics(s) of music or text(s) studied
in rehearsal.
1.3C.12int.Cr2a: Select and develop draft
melodies and rhythmic passages that
demonstrate understanding of
characteristic(s) of music or text(s) studied in
rehearsal.
1.3C.12int.Cr3a: Evaluate and refine draft
compositions and improvisations based on
knowledge, skill and collaboratively
developed criteria.
1.3C.12int.Cr3b: Share personally
developed melodies and rhythmic passages
(individually or as an ensemble) that

1.3C.12nov.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to
technical accuracy and expressive qualities in
prepared and improvised performances of a
varied repertoire of music.
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b: Demonstrate an
awareness of the context of the music
through prepared and improvised
performances.
1.3C.12int.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to
technical accuracy and expressive qualities in
prepared and improvised performances of a
varied repertoire of music representing
diverse cultures and styles.
1.3C.12int.Pr6b: Demonstrate an
understanding of the context of the music
through prepared and improvised
performances.
1.3A.8.Cr1a: Generate and improvise
rhythmic, melodic and harmonic phrases and
harmonic accompaniments within basic forms
(e.g., AB, ABA, Theme & Variations) and



demonstrate understanding of characteristics
of music or texts studied in rehearsal.
1.3C.12int.Pr5a: Develop strategies to
address technical challenges in a varied
repertoire of music and evaluate their
success using feedback from ensemble
peers and other sources to refine
performances.
1.3A.8.Cr1a: Generate and improvise
rhythmic, melodic and harmonic phrases and
harmonic accompaniments within basic forms
(e.g., AB, ABA, Theme & Variations) and
expanded forms (e.g., introductions,
transitions, codas) that convey expressive
intent. Explain connection to specific purpose
and context (e.g., social, cultural, historical).
1.3A.8.Cr2a: Select, organize and document
personal musical ideas for arrangements,
songs and compositions within expanded
forms that demonstrate concepts such as
tension and release, unity and variety,
balance, and convey expressive intent.
1.3A.8.Cr2b: Use standard and/or iconic
notation and/or recording technology to
document personal rhythmic phrases,
melodic phrases and harmonic sequences.
1.3A.8.Cr3a: Evaluate, refine and explain
their own work by selecting and applying
criteria including appropriate application of
elements of music, compositional techniques,
style and form, and use of sound sources.

expanded forms (e.g., introductions,
transitions, codas) that convey expressive
intent. Explain connection to specific purpose
and context (e.g., social, cultural, historical).
1.3A.8.Pr4b: Compare the structure of
contrasting pieces of music selected for
performance, explaining how the elements of
music are used in each.
1.3A.8.P4d: Identify and explain how cultural
and historical context inform performances
and result in different musical effects.
1.3A.8.Pr6a: Perform music with technical
accuracy, stylistic expression and culturally
authentic practices to convey the creator’s
intent.
1.3A.8.Pr6b: Demonstrate performance
decorum (e.g., stage presence, attire,
behavior) and audience etiquette appropriate
for venue, purpose, context, and style.
1.3A.8.Re7c: Identify and compare the
context of programs of music from a variety
of genres, cultures and historical periods.
1.3A.8.Re9a: Support with evidence personal
interpretation of contrasting programs of
music and explain how the application of the
elements of music and expressive qualities,
within genres, cultures and historical periods
convey expressive intent.



Unit 1
3 Weeks

Unit 2
3 Weeks

Unit 3
3 Weeks

Grade 8 Storytelling Through Music
In this unit, students will respond to a
storytelling prompt using some musical
medium (playlist, music score, recorded
soundscape, performance etc.). As a
requisite to this unit, the students must
explore some of the music world’s most
renowned storytellers including but not limited
to the musical genres of pop, theater, and
film. Students will use storytelling techniques
from media, such as literature, films, and
musicals, to create their own musical
storytelling project.

Program Creations
Within this unit framework, students will
generate their own program creations
synthesizing genre, personal connections
and experiences, and understanding of the
elements of music. In response to their own
interests or experiences, students will
demonstrate how music connects to their
world.

Music and Me 2.0
In this unit, students will form personal
connections to music making from a practical
perspective. Students will investigate various
careers in the field of music. As an eventual
goal, they will be able to understand the
context of how their daily life fits into the
media world.

Standards 1.3C.12nov.Re7b: Identify how knowledge of
context and the use of repetition, similarities
and contrasts inform the response to music.
1.3C.12int.Re7a: Explain the reasons for
selecting music citing characteristics found in
the music and connections to interest,
purpose and context.
1.3C.12int.Re7b: Describe how
understanding context and the way the
elements of music are manipulated inform the
response to music.
1.3C.12nov.Re8a: Identify interpretations of
the expressive intent and meaning of musical
works, referring to the elements of music,
contexts and the setting of the text (when
appropriate).
1.3C.12int.Re8a: Identify and support
interpretations of the expressive intent and

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to
study based on interest, music reading skills
(where appropriate), an understanding of the
structure of the music, context, and the
technical skill of the individual or ensemble.
1.3C.12int.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to
study based on music reading skills (where
appropriate), an understanding of formal
design in the music, context, and the
technical skill of the individual and ensemble.
1.3C.12nov.Re7a: Identify reasons for
selecting music based on characteristics
found in the music, connection to interest,
and purpose or context.
1.3C.12nov.Re9a: Identify and describe the
effect of interest, experience, analysis, and
context on the evaluation of music.

1.3C.12int.Re9a: Explain the influence of
experiences, analysis and context on interest
in and evaluation of music.
1.3C.12nov.Cn10a: Demonstrate
understanding of relationships between
music and the other arts, other disciplines,
varied contexts, and daily life.
1.3A.8.Cr2a: Select, organize and document
personal musical ideas for arrangements,
songs and compositions within expanded
forms that demonstrate concepts such as
tension and release, unity and variety,
balance, and convey expressive intent.
1.3A.8.Cr3b: Present the final versions of
documented personally and collaboratively
created music that demonstrates
craftsmanship and originality to others. Apply
compositional techniques to achieve unity
and variety, tension and release, and balance
to convey expressive intent.
1.3A.8.Pr4e: Perform contrasting pieces of



meaning of musical works, citing as evidence
the treatment of the elements of music,
contexts and the setting of the text (when
appropriate).
1.3C.12int.Cn11a: Demonstrate
understanding of relationships between
music and the other arts, other disciplines,
varied contexts, and daily life.
1.3A.8.Cr1a: Generate and improvise
rhythmic, melodic and harmonic phrases and
harmonic accompaniments within basic forms
(e.g., AB, ABA, Theme & Variations) and
expanded forms (e.g., introductions,
transitions, codas) that convey expressive
intent. Explain connection to specific purpose
and context (e.g., social, cultural, historical).
1.3A.8.Cr2a: Select, organize and document
personal musical ideas for arrangements,
songs and compositions within expanded
forms that demonstrate concepts such as
tension and release, unity and variety,
balance, and convey expressive intent.
1.3A.8.Pr5a: Identify and apply personally
developed criteria (e.g., demonstrating
correct interpretation of notation, technical
skill of performer, originality, emotional
impact, variety, interest) to rehearse, refine
and determine when the music is ready to
perform.
1.3A.8.Re8a: Apply appropriate personally
developed criteria to evaluate musical works
or performances.
1.3A.8.Cn10a: Demonstrate how interests,
knowledge and skills related to personal

1.3A.8.Re7a: Select programs of music (e.g.,
a playlist, live performance) and demonstrate
the connections to an interest or experience
for a specific purpose.
1.3A.8.Re7b: Classify and compare how the
elements of music and expressive qualities
relate to the structure within programs of
music (e.g., a playlist, live performance).
1.3A.8.Re7c: Identify and compare the
context of programs of music from a variety
of genres, cultures and historical periods.
1.3A.8.Re8a: Apply appropriate personally
developed criteria to evaluate musical works
or performances.
1.3A.8.Re9a: Support with evidence personal
interpretation of contrasting programs of
music and explain how the application of the
elements of music and expressive qualities,
within genres, cultures and historical periods
convey expressive intent.

music, demonstrating as well as explaining
how the music’s intent is conveyed by their
interpretations of the elements of music and
expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics, tempo,
timbre, articulation/style, phrasing).
1.3A.8.Re7b: Classify and compare how the
elements of music and expressive qualities
relate to the structure within programs of
music (e.g., a playlist, live performance).
1.3A.8.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of
relationships between music and the other
arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and
daily life NOTE: This Performance
Expectation is embedded in the following
Artistic Processes: 1.3A.8.Cr2a,1.3A.8.Cr3b,
1.3A.8.Pr4e, 1.3A.8.Re7a



choices and intent when creating, performing,
and responding to music.


